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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking we are 

given new life. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new 

creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Water is poured into the font as the Presiding 

minister gives thanks. 

 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen 

Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the 

shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, 

that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s 

willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his 

love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our 

lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 

with any sibling in need. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN “Lift High the Cross” (LBW 377)  

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. . .  

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall 

be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING:  

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection 

to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ 

name to the religious authorities. 
 

Acts 4:5-12 
 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 

Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 

high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 

they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we 

are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 

are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead. 11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

Here ends the reading. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 23 
 

  1The LORD | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

        I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  

 

Second Reading:  
 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with 

others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 

commandments. 
 

1 John 3:16-24 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 

one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 

need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we 
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are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 

before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his 

Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All 

who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by 

this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Here ends the reading. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
 

 

 

 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself 

as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, 

and he is able to overcome death for them. 
 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does 

not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 

runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON: Pastor Carl Trost 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Have No Fear Little Flock” (LBW 476) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith by using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another. Empower our church in 

ministries around the world to worship and serve alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers 

in the gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, researchers, conservation 

organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the 

world around us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen to the 

wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to use such power for good.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, victims of domestic abuse, 

and all who live with chronic illness or compromised immune systems. Guide communities to actively care for 

people who are vulnerable. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us away from things that 

distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on 

the margins. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the good news in our own day. 

Encourage those who are in times of transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. 

We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain we especially pray for Norma, Gillian, Cecilia, Jean, Betty, 

Inez, Charlotte, Zeby, Bonnie, Claire, Charles, Ellen, Jerry, Bill, Josh, Mike, Melvin, Joyce, Joe, Charles and 

Lynda. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

(For whom else and what else shall we pray…) 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through 

Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(Greet each other in the peace of the Lord.)  
 

Anthem: “I Look to the Shepherd” Words, music by Walt Harrah 
 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. . . 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has 

destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 

the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

 21st  Tammy Jones 

 28th Bambi Straw 

May 

   5th Anne Putnam 

 12th Flora Williams 

 19th Debbie Snyder 

 26th  

 S 

25th Sharon Bartley  

28th Debbie Snyder 

29th Amanda Thompson 

 



 8 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. . . 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Go My Children with My Blessing” (WOV 721)  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Ongoing Need for Prayer 

Norma Turak, Cecilia Shott, Jean Geiser, Betty 

Diehl, Gillian Taylor, Claire Viette, Ellen 

McDonald, Charles McDonald, Zeby (Ellen & 

Charles’ grandson), Charlotte Shifflett (Danny’s 

aunt), Bonnie Snyder (Danny’s mother), and Inez 

Johnson (Becky and Debbie’s aunt), Jerry Hill and 

Bill Bayes (friends of Pastor Gordon and Anne), 

Josh Thornhill (Norma Turak’s grandson-in-law), 

Mike Martin (friend of Phillp Snyder), Melvin 

Glass (friend of Ivan), and Joyce Dull. 

Prayer Concerns 

Joe McCune (friend of Ronnie), Charles Driver 

(Sam and Lynda’s neighbor), Betty Diehl, and 

Lynda Diehl. 
 

Community Conversations 

• April flowers are given by Ellie Sander. 

• April 22 to 29 Pastor Gordon and Anne will be on 

vacation. He is available by phone. Please call if 

you have a concern or need.  

• April 26th NO Men’s Group.  

• April 30th Quilt Group meets at 1:00 pm. 

• May 3rd Outdoor Work Day. Bring your rake & 

weeding tools, and join us at 10 am to help tidy the 

grounds around the church.  

• May 12th Congregational Meeting after worship 

for the election of two new Council members. The 

nominees are Debbie Snyder and Steve Straw. 

• Choir practice every Tuesday at 6pm at Betty 

Bartley’s home. 

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon. 

• Council Person of the Month 

o April—Anne Putnam 

• Hannah will be gone for the summer. If you know 

anyone who would be interested in playing the 

keyboard for our outdoor service, please talk to 

Pastor Gordon or Flora. 
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Pastor Gordon Putnam 

434-760-0263 

Grputnam1949@gmail.com  

Pastor Carl Trost 

Hannah Pingel, Pianist  

Sam Diehl and Bambi Straw, Assisting Ministers 

 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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We need your help! The Backpack program 

has grown to 18 kids. Your support by 

purchasing any of the items listed below is 

much appreciated. Items can be placed in the 

box in the narthex. There is also an offering 

basket for financial support of the program. 

 
Mac and cheese Kroger meals 

Chef Boyardee meals Fruit cups 

Boxes of cereal Poptarts 

Oatmeal Ramen Noodles, any kind 

Boxed juices Yahoo chocolate milk  

Apple sauce  Raisins 

“Hugs” Drink Barrels All single servings 
 

FOSTER FAMILY CARE 
 

Our SVWO service project is to support foster families in our 

area. New and used items are needed. A list of items needed is 

in the Narthex. A container for the items is in the 

Narthex. Collections go through May 14th. 
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