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Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 14, 2024 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking we are 

given new life. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new 

creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Water is poured into the font as the Presiding 

minister gives thanks. 

 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in 

which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals 

that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 

Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ 

food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, 

and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (WOV 771)  

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. . .  

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your 

words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING:  

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have 

been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them 

forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 

Acts 3:12-19 
 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder 

at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 

piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 

his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you 

rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 

given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 

from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his 

name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 

and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this 

perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God 

so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Here ends the reading. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 4 
 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 

  and put your trust | in the LORD. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 

 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 

  more than when grain and | wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.  

 

Second Reading:  
 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our future 

existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

1 John 3:1-7 
 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 
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will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have 

this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 

know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No 

one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Here ends the reading. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
 

 

 

 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds 

of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has 

been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance 

and forgiveness. 
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 

your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 

and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their 

joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 

and ate in their presence. 

 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON: Pastor Gordon Putnam 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Thy Holy Wings (WOV 741) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith by using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the body and blood of 

Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched places, and protect the 

climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, 

and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and care for all people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity and purpose in our 

ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved community. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for an end to racism and 

other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of transition, facing the loss 

of old ways and routines and anticipating change. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain especially 

pray for Norma, Gillian, Cecilia, Jean, Betty, Inez, Charlotte, Zeby, Bonnie, Claire, Charles, Ellen, Jerry, Bill, 

Josh, Mike, Melvin, Joyce, Joe, and Charles. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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(For whom else and what else shall we pray…) 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through 

Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(Greet each other in the peace of the Lord.)  

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. . . 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has 

destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 

the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

 

April 

 14th Lynda Diehl 

 21st  Tammy Jones 

 28th Bambi Straw 

 S 

FOSTER FAMILY CARE 
 

Our SVWO service project is to support foster families in our 

area. New and used items are needed. A list of items needed is 

in the Narthex. A container for the items is in the 

Narthex. Collections go through May 14th. 

 

15th Flora Williams  

25th Sharon Bartley  

28th Debbie Snyder 

29th Amanda Thompson 
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who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Go My Children with My blessing” (WOV 721)  

 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

  

  

Prayer Concerns 

 

Ongoing Need for Prayer 

Norma Turak, Cecilia Shott, Jean Geiser, Betty 

Diehl, Gillian Taylor, Claire Viette, Ellen 

McDonald, Charles McDonald, Zeby (Ellen & 

Charles’ grandson), Charlotte Shifflett (Danny’s 

aunt), Bonnie Snyder (Danny’s mother), and 

Inez Johnson (Becky and Debbie’s aunt), Jerry 

Hill and Bill Bayes (friends of Pastor Gordon 

and Anne), Josh Thornhill (Norma Turak’s 

grandson-in-law), Mike Martin (friend of Phillp 

Snyder), Melvin Glass (friend of Ivan), and 

Joyce Dull. 

Prayer Concerns 

 Joe McCune (friend of Ronnie), Charles Driver 

(Sam and Lynda’s neighbor). 
 

Community Conversations 

• April flowers are given by Ellie Sander. 

• April 30th Quilt Group meets at 1:00 pm. 

• Choir practice every Tuesday at 6pm at Betty 

Bartley’s home. 

• Men’s Group meets every Friday at 9:00 am.  

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon. 

• Council Person of the Month 

o April—Anne Putnam 
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Pastor Gordon Putnam 

434-760-0263 

Grputnam1949@gmail.com  

Pastor Carl Trost 

Hannah Pingel, Pianist  

Sam Diehl and Bambi Straw, Assisting Ministers 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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We need your help! The Backpack program 

has grown to 18 kids. Your support by 

purchasing any of the items listed below is 

much appreciated. Items can be placed in the 

box in the narthex. There is also an offering 

basket for financial support of the program. 

 
Mac and cheese Kroger meals 

Chef Boyardee meals Fruit cups 

Boxes of cereal Poptarts 

Oatmeal Ramen Noodles, any kind 

Boxed juices Yahoo chocolate milk  

Apple sauce  Raisins 

“Hugs” Drink Barrels All single servings 
 

mailto:Grputnam1949@gmail.com
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