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Pastor’s Musings   

When I graduated from college there were two directions I could go. I could be a social worker or go to 
seminary. I chose seminary and became a pastor. The church, the Gospel I felt has more to offer people than 
social work. A social worker can care for people and help them in many ways. As you know there is only so 
much that can be done for some people. There is an added dimension in the church, Jesus/God. When life 
feels hopeless there is hope. When there is no answer there is more.  
 
As a chaplain I would evaluate patients support system. Is it a social club like Lions, VFW, etc.? Was it family or 
neighbors or a faith community? These are support systems that could help care for patients and families. 
However, the faith community family had an added dimension, Jesus/God. When life felt hopeless there was 
hope. When there was no answer there was more.  
 
On the road to Emmaus the disciples felt hopeless, dejected. Jesus joined them and traveled with them. And 
when he broke bread with them their lives changed. When the disciples were holed up in a room with the 
door locked and fearful, Jesus came into their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” It is in those terrible 
moments that God breaks into our world and gives us hope, gives us new life.  
 
That is the extra added bonus that the church gives people. 
When there is no answer, no hope, God is there. We are 
reminded of that every week with the breaking of bread, not only 
at the Eucharist but also as we gather for lunch, as we greet each 
other, as we remember each other in our prayers.  
 
The sadness I had as a chaplain when I met patients and families 
that did not understand the Gospel is that they may not have 
hope. They may not understand there is more to life. We see 
hopelessness in a lot of the world. I wish I had a way to break into 
that world. It is a sadness I have about my ministry, it is limited 
only to a few people. I then must remember when life feels 
hopeless there is hope. When there is no answer there is more. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Gordon 
 

May 2023 
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Our organizing and de-clutter day was a huge success.  

Thank you to all who helped.  

Joyce Dull 

Debbie Snyder  Flora Williams 

Bambi Straw  Steve Straw 

Betty Bartley  Cindy Wright 

John Wright  Sam Diehl 

Gene Giltner  Paul Rohal 

Anne Putnam  Pastor Gordon 

 

 

  4th  Betty Bartley 

  4th  Ruth Foreman  

  9th  Christopher Diehl 

  9th  Cameron Dull 

13th  Sherie Rohal   

14th  Anne Putnam 

15th  Norma Turak 

15th  Luke Jordan  

15th  Russell Diehl   

21st  Ivan Diehl 

25th  Eleanor Sander 

28th  Kaleb Bartley   

30th  Paul Rohal 

 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Ongoing Need for Prayer 

• Norma Turak, Gillian Taylor, Cecilia Shott, Jean Geiser, Vrla 
Leach (Ashley’s mother), Betty Diehl, Cindy (daughter of Ellen 
and Charles), and Eliza Kelley and family (Sherie’s great niece). 

Prayer Request for  
Bob Dixey, Pam Dixey, Zebby (grandson of Ellen and Charles), Anna 
Taylor (Gillian’s daughter), Amanda Thompson, Charlotte Shifflett 
(Danny’s aunt), Inez Johnson (Becky and Debbie’s aunt).  

Community Conversations 

• Pastor Gordon and Anne will be on vacation starting today 
through May 7th. If you need anything you can call Pastor Gordon.  

• Pastor Mark Radecke will be presiding and preaching next week.  

• Today’s flowers are given by Becky Dick and Debbie Snyder. 

• May flowers will be given by Eleanor Sander with Cindy Wright’s 
help. 

• We need scripture readers for the coming months. Please sign up.  

• The next Open Circle meeting is this Tuesday, May 2nd at 1pm at 
St. James. Joyce Dull is the hostess. 

• Men’s Group meets at 9:00 am at St. James every Friday.  

• Choir practice on Monday nights at 6:00.  

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon. 

• Council Person of the Month 
o April—Anne Putnam 
o May—Flora Williams 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

MAY Eleanor Sander with 
Cindy Wright’s help 

 
JUNE Cindy Wright 
 
JULY Bambi and Steve Straw 
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A continuing part of our Prayers during worship involves our prayer for 

relatives and friends, as well as for our members. We know the importance of 

continued prayer, especially as those we love and care for face longer term 

illness and recoveries. We also want to be sure that we can continue to add the 

names of all friends and relatives who are in need of prayer. We have people 
we want to keep in our prayers every week because they have long term 
needs. There are also people who have situational needs, and we want to 
keep them in our prayers, however we will take them off the prayer list after 
four weeks unless you request that their names remain on the list longer. 

 

Mark Wm. Radecke will be preaching for Pastor Gordon on May 7th. He is a 

member of Grace Lutheran. He is Emeritus Chaplain and Professor of 

Religion at Susquehanna University, a college of the ELCA. A native of 

Baltimore, he holds degrees from the University of Maryland Baltimore 

County (B.A. in Theatre), Gettysburg Seminary (M.Div.), Trinity Lutheran 

Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, (STM), and Princeton Theological Seminary 

(D.Min.). Author of four published volumes of sermons, he served as pastor of 

Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke, for 18 years. 

His hobbies include travel, scuba diving, and home beer brewing. He and his 

wife, Tami, live in Waynesboro with two very spoiled cats. They have five 

children, eight grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. Mark and Tami are 

avid and long-suffering fans of the 

Baltimore Orioles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Backpack program 
has 22 kids. Your support 
by purchasing any of the 
items listed below is 
much appreciated. Items 
can be placed in the box 
in the narthex. 
Mac and cheese 
Kroger meals 
Chef Boyardee meals 
Ramen Noodles, any kind 
Boxes of cereal 
Poptarts 
Oatmeal 
Fruit cups 
Boxed juices 
Yahoo chocolate milk  
Apple sauce  
Raisins 
“Hugs” Drink Barrels 
All single servings 
 

May 
   7th  Lynda Diehl 
 14th Gene Giltner 
 21st  
 28th  
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Fifth Sunday of 
Easter 5/7/2023 

Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-

16 
1 Peter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14 

Sixth Sunday of 
Easter 5/14/2023 

Acts 17:22-
31 

Psalm 66:8-20 1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21 

Seventh Sunday of 
Easter 5/21/2023 

Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 

32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 John 17:1-11 

Day of Pentecost 
5/28/2023 

*Acts 2:1-21  
Psalm 104:24-34, 

35b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  John 20:19-23 
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