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Pastor’s Musings   

Last Sunday, the First Sunday in Lent, the Gospel was Jesus in the desert being tempted by the devil. How you 

understand Jesus being tempted indicates how you see God acting in our lives. Was Jesus tempted just like we 

are tempted? He was fully human and it was a real struggle after fasting for 40 days. Or was he not affected by 

the devil’s temptation because he was fully God and God has the power? 

 

There is no absolute right answer to this 

question. Is Jesus fully human or fully God 

has been debated for centuries. The Nicene 

Creed in 325 ADE argued about it, Martin 

Luther in 1500 debated it and today it is 

still a question. As a chaplain and as a 

pastor, I have witnessed many people in 

crisis struggle with this question. 

Depending on how they understood the 

answer to this question may help or hinder 

them in their life.  

 

One answer that helps a lot of people is the 

affirmation, “They are with Jesus now.” 

However when an aunt said this to her nine 

year old nephew who was crying when his 

mother died, he looked at her and said, “I 

don’t want my mother with Jesus, I want 

her with me.”  

 

Some will see and have the understanding 

that everything happens for a reason, or it 

is God’s will. For many this is a 

comforting thought. However, in my first 

congregation when a couple’s 12 year old 

son died they were so angry at God they 

never came back to church after the 

funeral. A woman that I visited in the  
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New this year. 

Men’s group is 

going to make 

breakfast for you. 

10:00 am 

hospital would not turn off her husband’s life support, even though the doctors said there was no hope of 

recovery. She was convinced that God would decide whether he lived or died, and he lingered for quite a while. 

I am a practical theologian. That means I try to understand our theology to help us live in this world that has so 

many bad things happen. In the end I do not argue whether Jesus was fully human or fully God. What I argue is 

that God sent his Son, Jesus, to be born as we are born, to live as we live, to laugh as we laugh and to die as we 

will die. In Jesus we are given the ability to forgive and the ability to love which are the weapons God has given 

us to live fully, bravely and meaningfully in this less-than-perfect world. Pooh and Piglet are a great example of 

practical theology. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Gordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays in Lent -  
"The Apocrypha - The Story of You" 

 
The Apocrypha is considered a part of Holy Scripture in the Roman 

Catholic and Orthodox churches, but we know little of it in the Lutheran and 
other Protestant Churches.   

During this Lenten Season, we'll take a look at our Faith Story - "The 
Story of You"- through the lens of the Apocrypha.  

The books of the Apocrypha were written in the period of history 
between the Old and New Testament.  They contain Prayers, Wisdom 
Literature, Short (and sometimes wild!) Stories, as well as "straight up" 
History.   

We'll discover, during this Lenten Season, that this collection of 
sacred documents "off the beaten path" can be a strong aid to our own 
baptismal journeys of faith; "the story of you" on the way to the cross, the 
tomb, and the resurrection of our Lord! 
 

All Wednesday services have a Soup Supper at 6pm, 
followed by Evening Prayer worship at 7pm. 

 
March 1   Zion Lutheran Church 

An Overview of the Apocrypha and finding God's Grace there. 
March 8   Grace Ev. Lutheran Church  
  The Wisdom of the Apocrypha - God in all things. 
March 15   St. James Lutheran Church  

  The short and surprising stories of the Apocrypha - Finding 
God and the very human in this world. 

March 22   Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
  The history of the Apocrypha - revealing the origins of a 

familiar Holiday, and the expectations of a Messiah 
March 29   Grace Ev. Lutheran Church  

  The Story of You - and finding God in your prayer, wisdom, 
stories, and history. 

 

You can watch the service on Grace Lutherans YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/@graceevangelicallutheranch2371/featured  

April 2nd  Palm Passion Sunday 

 

April 6th  Maunday Thursday 

 7:00 pm service 

 

April 7th  Good Friday 

 7:00 pm service 

 

April 9th  Easter  

The Resurrection of our Lord 

 11:00 am service 

https://www.youtube.com/@graceevangelicallutheranch2371/featured
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Second Sunday in 
Lent 3/5/2023 

Genesis 12:1-4a Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 John 3:1-17  

Third Sunday in Lent 
3/12/2023 

Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 95 Romans 5:1-11 John 4:5-42 

Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 3/19/2023 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Psalm 23 Ephesians 5:8-14 John 9:1-41 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
3/26/2023 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 130 Romans 8:6-11 John 11:1-45 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Ongoing Need for Prayer 

• Norma Turak, Gillian Taylor, Cecilia Shott, Jean Geiser, Don 

Rierson, Vrla Leach (Ashley’s mother), Betty Diehl, Cindy (daughter 

of Ellen and Charles), and Eliza Kelley and family (Sherie’s great 

niece). 

Prayer Request for  

• Our prayers go out to Flora and the family of Dennis Garber who 

died Tuesday 2/28th.  

• Our prayers go out to Joyce in the death of her sister Wanda 

Nucholes on Wednesday March 1st.  

• Our prayers go out to Bob Dixey who was diagnosed with stage 4 

cancer this week and to Pam Dixey who continues recovering from a 

car accident. To Becky who had a procedure on 3/2 and is doing 

well. To Lynda who is recovering from COVID.  

Community Conversations 

• February 26th Soup Luncheon. The goodwill offering of $169 went to 

Valley Mission. Thank you for your generosity.  

• March 7th, Tuesday—Open Circle meets at 1pm at the church. Betty 

Bartley to host. 

• March 15th, Wednesday—Council meeting following the Lenten 

Service. 

• March 26th, Sunday—Soup Luncheon. The goodwill offering will go to 

the Verona Food Pantry. 

• Men’s Group meets at 9:00 am at St. James every Friday.  

• Choir practice on Monday nights at 6:00.  

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon. 

• Council Person of the Month 

o March—Gene Giltner 

 
 

March 

   5th Sam Diehl 

 12th Eleanor Sander 

 19th Ivan Diehl 

 26th Cindy Wright 

 

13th Calvin Jordan  

22nd Becky Dick 

   



St. James Lutheran Church  
320 St. James Road  
Fishersville, VA 22939 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Backpack program 
has 19 kids. Your support 
by purchasing any of the 
items listed below is 
much appreciated. Items 
can be placed in the box 
in the narthex. 

Mac and cheese 
Kroger meals 
Chef Boyardee meals 
Ramen Noodles, any kind 
Boxes of cereal 
Poptarts 
Oatmeal 
Fruit cups 
Boxed juices 
Yahoo chocolate milk  
Apple sauce  
Raisins 
“Hugs” Drink Barrels 
All single servings 
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St. James Church Business 
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