
St. James Lutheran Church  
320 St. James Road  
Fishersville, VA 22939 

1 

 
Pastor’s Musings   

Paul writes in the first three chapters of 1 Corinthians about foolishness, “18 For the message of the cross is 

foolishness…” How often have you felt foolish when you have talked about your beliefs and your faith. Think 

about how foolish the message is. Jesus says we should pray 

for our enemies. We should care for the immigrants, pray 

for those with the least and you can add many more who are 

strangers or different from us. I’ve said it a number of times 

that we are to care for that SOB neighbor. It is foolish to 

think this way. I hazard to say that all of us have a hard time 

caring for outcasts, opponents, or enemies. It’s foolish to 

think we could do it all the time.  

 

I have always been foolish about my political beliefs. Yes, 

many of you have said that to me. Don’t turn me off yet. I 

have always foolishly felt I am more than a Demarcate, I’m 

a radical in that I take what Jesus says seriously. That is 

foolish since the radicalness of Jesus can never be realized.  

 

Let me put this in perspective in context to our political 

beliefs. I am not expecting anyone to accept what my 

foolishness is, just hear me out. (continued next page) 

 

June 2023 

1 Corinthians 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will 

frustrate.”  
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher 

of the law? Where is the philosopher of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 

the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the 

world through its wisdom did not know him, God 

was pleased through the foolishness of what was 

preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews 

demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,23 but 

we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength. 

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were 

when you were called. Not many of you were 

wise by human standards; not many were 

influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But 

God chose the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 

the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the 

lowly things of this world and the despised 

things—and the things that are not—to nullify 

the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 

before him.30 It is because of him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

from God—that is, our 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than human strength. 

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 

standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the 

world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly 

things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that 

no one may boast before him.30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who 

boasts boast in the Lord.” 
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What’s foolish is that we should pray for the other political party, the one we don’t belong too. That Demarcates 

would pray for Republican leaders and Republicans would pray for Democratic leaders. (We do pray this way 

almost every week in our worship.) 

 

There are negative arguments about immigrants especially those at our southern border. Can you think of 

immigrants in our history? My grandparents were immigrants, or think of Christmas, the Exodus, the Israelite’s 

in Exile all stories of immigrants. 

 

The most radical foolishness, though, is to accept that we may not be right about our own beliefs, whether it be 

our politics or our faith. Yes, we should have convictions, however it may be more important to listen to others, 

to accept that they may be just as right as we are. It is in dialogue that we come to a fuller understanding of how 

we are to live out the foolishness of the Gospel. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Gordon 
 

 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
JUNE Cindy Wright 
 
JULY Bambi and Steve Straw 
 
August Flora Williams 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Ongoing Need for Prayer 

Norma Turak, Gillian Taylor, Cecilia Shott, Jean Geiser, 
Vrla Leach (Ashley’s mother), Betty Diehl, Cindy 
(daughter of Ellen and Charles), and Eliza Kelley and 
family (Sherie’s great niece), Bob Dixey, Pam Dixey, 
Zebby (grandson of Ellen and Charles), Anna Taylor 
(Gillian’s daughter), Amanda Thompson, Charlotte 
Shifflett (Danny’s aunt), Inez Johnson (Becky and 
Debbie’s aunt).  

 
Prayer Request for  

Randy Swisher (friend of Joyce) and Dorothy Back 
(Joyce’s aunt). 

Community Conversations 

• June flowers will be given by Cindy Wright. 

• June 6th next Open Circle meeting at 1pm at Sherie 
Rohal’s home. 

• June 14th next council meeting at 7pm in the 
Fellowship Hall—Note this is a Wednesday. 

• Men’s Group meets at 9:00 am at St. James every 
Friday.  

• Choir practice on Monday nights at 6:00.  

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon. 

• Council Person of the Month 
o June—John Wright 
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A continuing part of our Prayers during worship involves our prayer for 

relatives and friends, as well as for our members. We know the importance of 

continued prayer, especially as those we love and care for face longer term 

illness and recoveries. We also want to be sure that we can continue to add the 

names of all friends and relatives who are in need of prayer. We have people 
we want to keep in our prayers every week because they have long term 
needs. There are also people who have situational needs, and we want to 
keep them in our prayers, however we will take them off the prayer list after 
four weeks unless you request that their names remain on the list longer. 

 

The Staunton City School Board has added St. James Lutheran 
Church to the 2023 Business Honor Roll. We have received a 
Certificate of Appreciation for our ongoing support provided to 
the schools. This recognition is directly related to our support of 
kids with food through the BackPacks Program and with the 
purchase of clothing for kids in need through our Social Ministry 
Program.  Many thanks to each and everyone for your support 
of these programs through donations of food and money. A BIG 
shout out to Joyce Dull – as the coordinator, she makes it all 
happen!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 
   4th Ivan Diehl 
 11th Anne Putnam 
 18th Lynda Diehl 
 25th Sam Diehl 

  6th Cecilia Shott   

27th Joyce Dull 

30th Missy Southern 
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Season after 

Pentecost 

Continues 

First 

reading  

Psalm 
 First 

reading  
Second reading Gospel 

Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 

1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8   

2 Corinthians 

13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Second Sunday 

after Pentecost 

6/11/23 

Genesis 

12:1-9 

Psalm 33:1-12 or              

Psalm 50:7-15 

Hosea 

5:15-6:6 
Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

Third Sunday 

after Pentecost 

6/18/23 

Genesis 

18:1-15, 

(21:1-7) 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 or 

Psalm 100 

Exodus 

19:2-8a 
Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 

(9-23) 

Fourth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

6/25/23 

Genesis 

21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 or  

Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15), 

16-18 

Jeremiah 

20:7-13 
Romans 6:1b-11 Matthew 10:24-39 

Note that there are two options for the First readings and Psalm. This is the semi-continues reading option for the season 

after Pentecost about 25 weeks. I am planning on using the readings in Genesis for a change of pace. Our preaching will be 

on these lessons.  
 

Genesis is the origin for many of the major themes discussed in Scripture. Humanity’s origin and mission, its fall and 

predicament, human responsibility and divine sovereignty, God’s justice and mercy, his atonement for sin, the 

transformation of the sinner, the obedience of faith, the covenant of grace—all find their roots in Genesis. But Genesis is 

perhaps most often read for its vivid account of the pioneers of our faith—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—through whom God 

is known and can be trusted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for non-voting members is due by June 30th.  For more information about registration, fees, and 

lodging, talk to Anne. 
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St. James Church Business 
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The ELCA’s magazine Living Lutheran is going online 
only. You can get it free by signing up at 
https://www.livinglutheran.org  It is a great resource 
with lots of great stories about how people live out 
their faith and information about the ELCA. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/
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