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Pastor’s Musings   

 

As we get into the season of the presidential campaign… No, No that’s not what I wanted to say. As we get into 

the season of Lent, at the end of February, that time when we sacrifice, contemplate, and slow down… No, I am 

not sure any of us change what we are doing in the next month. (Forgive me if I am being a little too cynical.) 

 

Spring cleaning, working outside in the garden, NCAA March Madness, baseball season starting and just living 

life gets in the way. Anne talks about having a discipline of not eating sweets during Lent, she doesn’t do that 

now she’s a Lutheran. Some might have a practice or discipline however it may not change how the rest of your 

life is affected.  

 

As I participate with Christ Tabernacle Church of God in Christ I am struck by the disciplines they have 

throughout their life. In January they fast ever weekday from early morning to evening. Through the rest of the 

year they fast one day a week. I get the sense that if they have a event at their church and one outside the church 

that the church event would come first. I don’t see those kinds of disciplines in our modern-day mainline 

churches.  

 

This is a musing, thinking out loud not a conviction of what we do or don’t do. In the movie “Babette’s Feast” 

there is a community that is very dreary, pietistic and does not seem very happy. One families’ French maid 

wins the lottery. She uses the money to create an exquisite French feast. As they start to each such lush food 

you can see them transform, starting to talk and laugh and sunshine comes into their life.  

 

There is a time and place for discipline. I wish I had been taught that when I 

was young. However, what may be more important is to look at our lives 

today. How comfortable are you with your life? What is it you want to do 

now? How can you celebrate who you are?  

 

I was talking to a member the other day who is looking at their health issues. 

They said they could be anxious waiting but they said they were turning it 

over to Jesus, let Jesus worry about it. I wonder if that is not what Lent is 

about. The sacrifice of Jesus is what gives us permission to be who we are.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Gordon 

February 2023 
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The Backpack program 
has 19 kids. Your support 
by purchasing any of the 
items listed below is 
much appreciated. Items 
can be placed in the box 
in the narthex. 

Mac and cheese 
Kroger meals 
Chef Boyardee meals 
Ramen Noodles, any kind 
Boxes of cereal 
Poptarts 
Oatmeal 
Fruit cups 
Boxed juices 
Yahoo chocolate milk  
Apple sauce  
Raisins 
“Hugs” Drink Barrels 
All single servings 
 

The annual St. James 
Congregational Meeting 

will be February 12, 2023. 
 

February 
   5th Anne Putnam 
 12th Flora Williams 
 19th Cindy Wright 
 26th Sherie Whiting-Rohal 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Ongoing Need for Prayer 

• Norma Turak, Gillian Taylor, Cecilia Shott, Jean 

Geiser, Don Rierson, Vrla Leach (Ashley’s mother), 

and Betty Diehl. 

Prayer Request for  

• Cindy (daughter of Ellen and Charles), Ellen, Charles, 

Eliza Kelley and family (Sherie’s great niece), and 

David Strickler (Debbie and Danny’s friend). 

Community Conversations 

• Tuesday February 7th Open Circle meets at 1 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. Eleanor to host. 

• Sunday February 12th Congregational Meeting after church. 

• Men’s Group meets at 9:00 am at St. James every Friday.  

• Choir practice is starting up again on Monday nights.  

• The goodwill offering from January’s soup and sandwich 

lunch was $132 will go to support WARM. Thank you for 

your generosity.  

• Today’s flowers are given by Lynda Diehl. 

• A big thank you to all who helped put up the new lights in 

the fellowship hall: Organizer Gene Giltner, Ivan Diehl, 

Sam Diehl, John Grove, Paul Rohal, John Wright, and 

Pastor Gordon. 

• For prayer concerns, contact Pastor Gordon and/or Cindy 

Wright. 

• Council Person of the Month 

o February—Gene Giltner 
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Fifth Sunday after  
the Epiphany 

2/5/2023 

Isaiah 58:1-12 Psalm 112:1-10 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 Matthew 5:13-20 

Sixth Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

2/12/2023 

Deuteronomy 
30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Matthew 5:21-37 

Transfiguration 
Sunday 2/19/2023 

Exodus 24:12-18 Psalm 2 2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9 

Ash Wednesday 
2/22/2023 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
or Isaiah 58:1-12 

Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians       

5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

First Sunday in Lent 
2/26/2023 

Genesis            
2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Psalm 32 Romans 5:12-19 Matthew 4:1-11 

 

  1st David Bartley  

  5th  Pr. William Stewart 

11th  Mark Grove  

14th  Jean Geiser 

15th  Alex Diehl  

20th  Pam Diehl 

27th  John Wright 
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St. James Church Business  
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